FESTIVAL EXPERIENCES

Saturday T Junss
This year Dabra Crossing & Amber Light are on duty 10 escort
wou arcund tha Festival. Youll find a roving & spontansous
pariormnance [n whach yo, the aaud kerog, transtormn o theae main
protagonst = The Pedestran! Watch & rotous oomiady unfokd
froem the Fringe in Maarm Saduying Park to tha Main Pragram
Im tha Mermanal Hall, all weth you ina stamng roke

READERS
WRITERS

FESTIVAL

JUNE LONG WEEKEND 6Th - 8TH JUNE 20225

PUBLIC ART PROJECT
“SONNET

Thires comemporany & sts, Charatte Cralb, Ficna MMinto
& Marc Fenshary explorineg the mediums of draeeng, Coramics
& printmaking. Each artist presents ne work [nerpratang
thae theme & coim plimeniting each othar's work
The Stables, Bellingon, June Gth-Bth
Opening Friday 6th at Spm

Find poetry inres places such 35 Paseiments, across vl ks
& shop windorss. Goon a bt o find weting promipt words
A local students’ poaimes throug hout tosend

POCKET POETRY PROJECT!

Collect posatry, encerprts, & vt then quotes with your oo
B cofea at psrt ol pating kocat ons cver the wes kemo

LOCAL SHOP WINDOW DISPLAY COMPETITION

Supported by Alfirmations Publs hing House

Locate one of a series of typawriters anrownd tovn for all
to ey & 1o pere et story telling An drts propect for the peopde:
af Bellingen Curabed by Marc Rarcshaw £ Jula Eksmann

Irad bebduad Ticket: $29.90 [$26.15 concession)
Eairty Bird Tickets: 200 disoount per ticket
froan ¥0-30th April enly [no concessions)

Multiple ticket purchase discounis avallable frorm st Bay

Poctry Slam Tickets $1500 [no concession/disoounts)

EELLINGEN BERYANTMUKINMDON
SHIRE COUNCIL

THE BOOK
WAREHOUSE

My S— .

The Bellingen Readers & Writers Festhval may amend the
festhal program at any time. Unavokdable program changes
willl b advised wia the BREWF website, BRWF social
mediadmewsletter andior on-site.

Children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult.
Proof of concession must be presenited at entry o ovenit.
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2025

FESTIVAL PROGRAM

WE ARE EXCEEDINGLY GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROUS SUPPORT
& TIME RECEIVED FROM OUR PATRON, BRYAN BROWN.

TIMES

715pm -10.15pm
Memorial Hall

THE POETRY SLAM

FRINGE FESTIVAL

A VARIETY OF FREE EVENTS FOR EVERYONE!

ATTHE MAAM GADUYING MEETING PLACE PARK (OPPOSITE THE MEMORIAL HALL)

SATURDAY

10am - 10.30am MORNING WORDS

Get an exclusive glimpse behind the scenes with short interviews featuring

festival organisers and special guests.

10.30am - Ipm LOCAL VOICES

Enjoy our gifted local authors as they bring their latest works to life through

& short reading session.
Tpm -130pm BUDAABANG BARI CULTURAL DANCE PERFORMANCE

1.30pm - 2pm POETRY SLAM WINNERS SPOTLIGHT

Hear Jasan John interview the Slam winners with a repest performance

of their winning poems.

POETRY OPEN MIC

Be sure to sign up in the maming to be part of the very popular Open

Mic session with Jason John as MC.

LIVE MUSIC

Sit back and relax with Boo Tiki, the musical project of local artist John
Ferguson. Enjoy his blues-inspired melodies, blended with a dynamic

mix of looping pedals & his distinctively raspy vocals.

SUNDAY

10am - 10.30am MORNING WORDS

Get an exclusive glimpse behind the scenes with shaort interviews featuring

festival organisers and special guests,

GUMBAYNGGIRR STORY TELLING
Uncle Micklo takes us an a journey of myth and language.

Tam - 12pm SEAFARING: CANOEING ANCIENT SONGLINES

Join Gumbaynggirr/Gamilaroi man Victor Briggs for an incredible story

af Indigenous explaratian acrass the Pacific Ocean.
LUNCHTIME MUSIC

MILKWOOD SPOTLIGHT

Join this engaging discussion with Kirsten Bradley, author of The Milkwood

Permaculture Living Handbook. Facilitated by Kevin Evans.

REGIONAL JOURMALISM PANEL

Alively discussion featuring a collection of local journalists from the

Mid Morth Coast. Facilitated by Kye Ruigrok.

It wouldn't be the same festival without our longstanding Slam, so come
along to see the most dazzling performance poets our region has to offer.
Yes, we will start on time so please be there by Tpm for 715pm sharp start.

TIMES

9am - 10am
Main Hall

10.30am - T.30am
Main Hall

10.30am - .30am
Studio

12pm - 1pm
Main Hall

1.30pm - 230pm
Main Hall

1.30pm - 2.30pm
Studio

3pm - 4pm
Main Hall

4.30pm - 530pm
Main Hall

430pm - 530pm
Studio

&pm - 7Tpm
Main Hall

7:30pm - B:30pm
Main Hall

B8.55pm - 9.55pm
Main Hall

Rooted In ilis DAVID HOL , BRADLEY, LINDA
w Explore reg living through insights from three of the country's
leading permaculture voices as they discuss conservation, diversification, community,
and practical insights into how to build a more sustainable future.

In Conversation | TARA JUNE WINCH with DEBRA OSWALD From her
debut novel ‘Swallow the Air' to her Miles Franklin-winning “The Yield! Tara has
established herself as one of our most distinctive and powerful authors. Join Debra
Oswald as they discuss craft, inspiration, and the passage of time.

In Conversation | DAVID MARR Journalist, author, political commentator - and

in his unfargettable #1 Indie Book of the Year, 'illing for Country 3 man exploring his own
family history of frontier brutality. Join us for the conversation with one of the country's
most celebrated social commentators.

Morality & Mercy: MARKUS ZUSAK, COURTNEY COLLINS, ADAM NORRIS
Very different novels, very different narrators; one who speaks from beyond the grave,
one who is split across time, and yet anather who is Death itself. Join unique starytallers
Markus and Courtney in this exploration of life, compassion, and the power of
storytelling,

Always Was: MARCIA LANGTON, SHIREEN MORRIS, TARA JUNE WINCH
Join thess incredible speakers for a powerful exploration of resilience, sovereignty,

and the richness of First Nations culture. Share in a powerful comversation that fraces

constitutional recognition, Indigenous storytelling, and what the future holds following
the result of the Vioice referendum.

Pushing Boundaries: NIKKI GEMMELL, NARDI SIMPSON, CANDICE
FOX Three of our favourite storytellers unravel the mysteries that run parallel to ordinary
life. Sometimes enigmatic, sometimes violent, but slways hinting at a story just out of
reach, their novels explore truths, trauma, and the haunting power of the unknown.

In C ion | PETER with DAVID MARR Uncaver the realities of
international reporting in this keenly anticipated session. Peter Greste and David Marr lay
bare the urgency of press freedom, the reach of political power, and the human cost

of seeking truth.

In Conversation | DEBRA OSWALD with AMY LOVAT loin Amy as she dives
into Debra's |atest engrossing novel, 100 Years of Betty! From bestseller 'The Family
Doctor', to the massive success of television staple Offspring, this session is a must-see
for all those whao love a story that lingers.

Past Pretending: JOCK SERONG, EMILY MAGUIRE, HANNAH KENT,
COURTNEY COLLINS Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilties! said Mark Twain,
‘Truth isn't! But what unfolds when the real and the imagined combine? Explore the best
historical fiction in this unmissable conversation on the enduring power of the past.

Death In The Afternoon: ALISON GOODMAN, JANE CARO, JAMES
BRADLEY Why do we find such pleasure in the unknown? What compels us to crave
a good mystery? The answer is right here on this panel. Join Alison, Jane, and James to
explore what secrets are lurking just beneath the surface

Demaocracy In Darkness: VIRGINIA TRIOLI, PETER GRESTE, KUMI
TAGUCHI Explore the precarious landscape of modern journalism. Eroding press
freedoms, the rise of misi 1, the evalving of audiences; join this timely
discussion on ethics. censorship, and the quest for truth in a fractured world,

In Conversation | CHARLOTTE McCONAGHY with ADAM NORRIS
International bestseller Charlotte is, quite simply, simply one of the most exciting
contemporary Australian novelists. Join Adam to discuss her latest release, “Wild Dark
Shaore; in this engaging conversation of secrets, salvation, and the call of the wild.

In Conversation | MARCIA LANGTON with SETH JORDAN Professor Langton
has dedicated her career to advocating for Indigenous rights. Her work has hada
profound impact on First Nations conversations, and she has played a crucial role
working to secure constitutional recognition for the oldest continuous culture on earth.

Shaping Truths: EMILY MAGUIRE, MALCOLM KNOX, SANTILLA CHINGAIPE
From investigative journalism, to cultural histories and lived experience; discover how

the world imprints on personal narmative as these incredible authors discuss the craft of
weaving reality onto the page.

Weights of Words: DAVID MARR, GINA CHICK, KUMI TAGUCHI, WENDY
HARMER Explore the power of truth, memory, history and heartbreak in this festival
highlight as Wendy Harmer leads an extraordinary conversation on the voices

behind the story.

Sea of Stories: RICHARD FLANAGAN A hzunting tapesiry of history, love, and loss,
Richard Flanagan's novels thrum with deep wisdom and breathtaking prose. Explore his
celebrated works, his writing process, and the questions that shape our world.

TIMES

9am - 10am
Main Hall

10.30am - T1.30am
Main Hall

10.30am - N.30am
Studio

12pm - Tpm
Main Hall

12pm - Ipm
Studio

1.30pm - 230pm
Main Hall

1.30pm - 230pm
Studio

3pm - 4pm
Main Hall

4.30pm - 5.30pm
Main Hall

4.30pm - 5.30pm
Studio

&15pm - 715pm
Main Hall

6.15pm - T15pm
Studio

T:45pm - B:45pm
Main Hall

In Conversation | HANNAH KENT with AMY LOVAT From the phenomenal
global success of her debut ‘Burial Rites! o her latest release of belonging and displacement
‘Always Home, Always Homesick, Hannah Kent has carved a place as one of Australia's
favourite writers. Follow this search for identity across Hannah's dazzling storytelling.

Undercurrents: JOCK SERONG, MALCOLM KNOX, CANDICE FOX,

ADAM NORRIS Let the current take you as these celebrated authors dissect the dark
heart of their latest work. Explore the tangled webs of history in Jock's ‘Cherrywood,' ¢
palitical machinations of Malcolm's ‘The First Friend,’ and the adrenaline-fueled suspense of
Candice’s "High Wire!

In Conversation | MARKUS ZUSAK with TARA JUNE WINCH Experience

an intimate conversation between bestsellers as they discuss the raw truths of family, the
quiet revelations found in everyday moments, and the profound impact of animals on our
lives as showcased in Markus's latest release, Three Wild Dogs & the Truth!

In Conversation | DAVID HOLMGREN with JASON JOHN Join us as
permaculture pisneer David Holmgren shares his insights on cresting a sustsinable
future. Learn about the principles of permaculiure, how to apply them to your own life,
and the potential for a more resilient and equitsble world.

Reality, Roughly: RICHARD FLANAGAN, NARDI SIMPSON, JOCK SERONG,
ALISON GOODMAN Alison leads this vivid conversation on magical realism, exploring
how these novels blend history and myth, ing landscape into character and
reimventing the ways in which we perceive both place, time and story. Unearth the
mysteries of the everyday.

In Conversation | AUNTY BEA BALLANGARRY with ARLIE ALIZZI Join Aunty
Bea in this intimate conversation about her incredible life and writing. Share in her stories
of community, culture and justice in this powerful session on intergenerational wisdam,
and experience her insights on celebrating the importance of connection to Country,

and each other.

In Conversation | GINA CHICK with JANE CARO Join us for the transformative
story of "We Are the Stars! Gina's experiences - from her wild childhood to wilderness
survival and spiritual healing - are brought to life in conversation with Jane Cara,
showeasing the resilience born from both nature, and from loss.

Ecofiction: CHARLOTTE McCONAGHY, JAMES BRADLEY Facing the wild right
there on the page; from visceral connections to the animal world, to the haunting beauty
of threatened landscapes, join this timely discussion of the urgency - and beauty - of
books that confront our changing world.

In Conversation | VIRGINIA TRIOLI with WENDY HARMER Wendy Harmer
sits down with the inimitable Virginia Trioli to discuss her acclaimed journalism and the
personal insights of her latest book, A Bit on the Side! Prepare for a session of engaging
wit, revealing stories, and a deep dive into Virginia's multifaceted career.

The Bark Petitions: CLARE WRIGHT, SHIREEN MORRIS Uncover the hidden
history of women's suffrage with Clare Wrght's ‘Naku Dharuk In conversation with
Shireen Morris, explore the lves and impact of these forgotten women, whose fight
reshaped Australian democracy. A truly powerful discussion, where the echoes of their
struggle continue to resonate today

Women Are Write: DEBRA OSWALD, JANE CARO, NIKKI GEMMELL,
ERNA WALRAVEN These extraordinary women invite you to a crucial conversation.
Find fierce honesty, sharp wit, and deep reflections on power, identity, and equality's
future. Join them as they delve into the personal and political, and consider how we can
shape a more equitable world.

Slavery In Australia: SANTILLA CHINGAIPE Challenge your assumptions
about the past in this exploration of Santilla Chingaipe's powerful ‘Black Conwicts, a
groundbreaking work that redefines our understanding of Australian history. Unearth
the erased stories of thoze fransported and enslaved, and Australia’s hidden slavery
connections in this vital conversation.

State Of Play: PETER GRESTE, KUMI TAGUCHI, JANE CARO, MALCOLM
KNOX Medis, power, and truth callide in this timely exploration of contemporary Australia,
One manth after the Federal election, join Peter, Kumi, Jane and Malcolm as they dissect
cument events and illuminate our evolving story on the world's stage, and at home.

In Conversation | WENDY HARMER with SETH JORDAN Experience the
power of Wendy's no-holds-barred storyteling as she shares insights from ‘Lies My Mirror

Told Me' From adversity to triumph, hear her reflections on a remarkable life filled with resilience,
humour, and unflinching honesty. Join Seth for a frank (and very funny) conversation.

In Conversation | TRENT DALTON with VIRGINIA TRIOLI koin one of
Australia's favourite novelists in this highlight festival event. Virginia engages the
bestselling author in a conversation about life, family, and hope. Discaver the tales of
ordinary lives made extraordinary, and the heart of his captivating storytelling.

THIS PRINTED PROGRAM MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE REFER TO THE WEBSITE FOR ANY PROGRAM CHANGES



